YORKSHIRE SCHOOLS’ CRICKET ASSOCIATION          ANNUAL REPORT 2011
It was another excellent season at all age levels but only the 15’s topped their northern group to reach the ECB County Cup finals at Oakham although the 14’s won the Taunton Festival as did the 13’s. The 15 B team and 12’s were both runners up at the Ampleforth Festival which will in future be held at Bedford. A total of 163 matches were played at County level. Our congratulations are especially due to Ryburn Valley High School (Halifax) who won our Lords Taverner’s Trophy (u14) in 2010 and then represented Yorkshire in the national competition for 2011 at u15 beating Pocklington School, Manchester Grammar School and Sedbergh School to reach the semi final where they unfortunately lost to Kings School (Grantham) – a truly remarkable achievement for a comprehensive school. In addition Barney Gibson (Crawshaw School, Pudsey) broke a 144 year old record as the youngest ever player to appear in first class cricket with his selection for the Yorkshire 1st XI for their fixture against Durham University at the age of 15 years and 27 days.
“15 A” – P18 W11 L4 D1 Ab2  – Having won the ECB County Cup as under 13’s and under 14’s this group were hopeful of a clean sweep as under 15’s but they fell just 5 runs short in the final following a cruel run out of top scorer Josh Shaw (69) from Jordan Thompson’s fierce drive (otherwise a boundary) deflected onto the bowlers stumps during a thrilling run chase against arch rivals Surrey at Oakham. A tremendous experience for the boys having won a last ball morning semi final against Somerset (bowling last in a 20/20 revised format). Then to bowl again after lunch in the revised 35 over final put them under significant physical pressure which they handled exceedingly well. It was a strong side ably captained by Charlie Elliot (St.Peter’s) with seven boys chosen in the north team for the ESCA Bunbury Festival at Monmouth – Dylan Budge (Woodhouse Grove), Callum Goldthorpe (Benton Park), Barney Gibson (Crawshaw Sch), Ryan Gibson (Fylinghall Sch), Mosun Hussain (City of Leeds HS), Alex Leyshon (Ossett Sch) and Josh Shaw (Crofton Sch). Josh won the PCA Award for the Most Valuable Player of the Festival and Barney Gibson the Shine Trophy for the Most Shining Performance in the Field. Ryan Gibson was awarded Yorkshire’s Ken Lake Trophy for the best performance at the Bunbury Festival. Ryan, Barney & Josh were then selected for England under 15 against England Ladies and were also invited to the ECB Winter Development programme. Whilst the team was undoubtedly talented they did let themselves down on occasions but fortunately recovered apart from one defeat against Derbyshire. Josh Shaw was the quickest of the bowlers and with his solid batting (272 runs) and athletic fielding was a star performer who will be one to watch in the years ahead. Callum Goldthorp 502 runs and Dylan Budge 488 were a reliable opening duo and the main run scorers ably supported by Mosun Hussain 397, Charlie Elliot 239 and Jack Harrison 233 (Grammar School at Leeds) who covered extremely well for Barney Gibson with some excellent keeping including 6 stumpings. In the spin department Karl Carver (Thirsk School) topped the wicket tally with 24 followed by leg spinner Stewart Ward with 16 (Benton Park). The fielding was always of a high standard and few catches went down so all in all it was another fine season. The future for this group looks very bright with 7 boys playing a year up and Matthew Fisher (Easingwold Sch) & James Logan (Normanton Freestone HS) having two more years at this level.  Team Manager Andy Rowsell & Coach Richard Damms
“15 B” – P17 W13 L1 D3 – An outstanding season which will be remembered for boundless enthusiasm and inner self belief with only one narrow defeat in a thriller against a strong Essex A team. In every other fixture Yorkshire dominated and mercilessly pushed their opponents aside. The value of this squad was amply demonstrated with the promotion of a number of boys to the A side. Nathan Firn (Sherburn High School) with his high action was a fearsome sight for opposing batsmen and won the Lord’s Taverners YTV Most Improved Player award. There were many highlights including some class innings culminating in such a successful season – captained by Bradley Birkhead (Rastrick High School) who showed great leadership qualities, a safe pair of hands behind the stumps and no mean performer with the bat. The Ampleforth Festival was a resounding success with four victories and a brilliant effort in chasing a target of 328 just falling short and so taking the runners up spot. Danny Wilbur (Brigshaw HS) battered 70 runs from 28 deliveries in a valiant effort with 120 required from the final 9 overs – a fantastic effort. Josh Holling (Shelley College) won the Raymond Fox Trophy for a Most Improved Player with Will Simpson (Sedbergh School) taking the batting award and Sammy Davies (King James’s School, Knaresborough) the bowling award.                                   Team Manager Bob Wincer (Woodhouse Grove) & Coach Peter Hepworth.
“14 A” – P19 W15 L1 Ab3 – Another very successful season with just one blemish in losing to Lancashire. The weather also played its part in denying us the northern crown when Cumbria were tottering at 46-6. Being level on points, Lancashire pipped us by virtue of our head to head match and went on to win the ECB county cup with some ease at Oakham. The boys enjoyed a wonderful week in retaining the Festival Trophy at Taunton winning all 5 matches in some style and with a record points tally. In the final match of the week against Worcestershire the character and resilience of the team shone through - with the score on 29-8 having been inserted on a damp pitch. Enter Matthew Fisher scoring 79* and Ben Twohig (Bruntcliffe School) 48 to lift the total to 170-9 in the allotted overs. Demoralised Worcestershire were then skittled for 96. The team was capably led by Jordan Thompson (Benton Park) with good knowledge and understanding of the game and engendering a good team ethic. He also led the run scoring chart with 652 and received the Ian Steen Batting Award. Top of batting & bowling averages and Player of the Year for the Brian Willey Trophy was Matthew Fisher (Easingwold Sch) who was under 13 – a magnificent achievement.                                Team Manager/Coach Tony Pickersgill & Asst.Manager/Coach Bren Terry
“14 B” – P19 W12 L4 Ab3 – An eventful and most productive season with plenty of excellent performances althouth the batting was at times somewhat fragile. There is however, some concern in respect of the fielding and general fitness which can hopefully be addressed prior to the new season. Captain was Tom Norman (Hymer’s School). The southern tour was a particular success with 4 wins and one match abandoned. Toby Booth (QEGS) took the batting award with 578 although there were very good innings from George Drury (Driffield HS) and Matthew Fisher. Callum Bethel (Birkdale School) earned the bowling award with 17 wkts whilst Bailey Worcester (Woodhouse Grove) clamed 23c/11s victims behind the stumps. Sam Witham (Boroughbridge High School) took the Michael Barker Most Improved Player award.     
Team Manager/Coach Tony Pickersgill, Coaches Bren Terry & Jack Bethel
“13 A” – P14 W10 L2 D1 Ab1 – Another successful season with a number of records broken but a disappointing performance against Notts resulted in failure to retain the ECB northern championship for an 8th successive season. Never the less the players showed tremendous spirit to come back from a debilitating loss against Leinster to defeat Kent and go on to win the Taunton Festival for the first time. The batting was generally good and at times outstanding. Captain was Nathan Goldthorp with 325 runs (Benton Park) who featured in century and double century opening stands and with a top score of 142 whilst Ben Ainsley 383 (Ryehills Comp) and Yasser Imtiaz 342 (Royds Hall HS) contributed well with the bat. Yasser won the Most Promising Newcomer award. Only against a spell of top class fast bowling at Taunton and on a deteriorating wicket against Notts did the batting fail. The bowling proved sound with spinners Danish Hussain (Tong HS) 14 wkts and Alex Kippax (Brigshaw HS) 19 doing particularly well but James Logan’s slow left armers (Normanton Freeston HS) were quite exceptional with 23 wkts and he was also leading run scorer with 526. Thomas Brady (St.Mary’s, Menston) claimed 13 victims behind the stumps and scored 308 runs. The fielding however was rather a let down and improvements need to be made if the team is to make progress.      Team Manager Keith Dickson & Coach Tony Bowes
13 B” – P17 W12 L3 Ab2 – A most satisfactory season against other County first elevens with four new boys topping the run scoring list – Luke Bridges 506 (Ryburn Valley HS), Nathan Saltmer 404 (Woldgate Coll), Toby Thorpe 312 (Ryburn Valley HS) and Matthew Smales 232 (Dronfield Henry Fanshaw Comp). The squad was well balanced with a good attitude and superb team ethic. The strength of the side was its batting which was good, dependable and entertaining but above all had good depth. The bowling attack was led by Connor Hyde 19 wkts (St.Wilfred’s Cath HS), Haris Mohammad 11 (Laisterdyke HS) and Charlie Roberts (Cundall Manor). James Brown (Winterhill Comp) was leading wicket taker with 21 including the first hat trick at this level (all bowled) against Warkwickshire. Zahid Mahmood 20 (Ralph Thoresby) led the spin attack ably supported by new boys Ed Morrison (St.Wilfred’s Cath HS) and Nicky Bulcock (Woodhouse Grove). The bowling was accurate and consistent but perhaps not as penetrative as it might have been. The outstanding fielders were James Brown and Luke Bridges with Jonny Read (Lady Lumley’s) keeping well behind the sticks. Connor Hyde developed well as captain and engendered a good spirit, sense of humour and camaraderie within the squad. Team Manager/Coach Dick Whaley
 “12 A” – P13 W6 L4 Ab3 – The squad had much potential and there were glimpses of real quality but results and performances were inconsistent although there were some excellent returns at the Ampleforth Festival where the team were runners up to Notts. Tom Loten (Pocklington Sch) with 296 runs anchored the innings well. Harry Brook 271 (Ilkley GS), Alec Jakeman 273 (Honley HS) and Nathan Swift 227 (King James’s, Hudd) all possessing flair, provided a strong middle order. Swift has to be commended for his performances with both bat and ball. Kyme Tahirkelli 18 wkts (Bradford GS) bowled consistently well in tandem with Faizan Hussain 16 (McMillan Coll) whilst Cameron O’Donnell 16 (Ripon GS) opened the pace attack.    Team Manager Simon Horkin, Coaches Russ Greenwood, Sean Twohig & Tom Smith
“12 B” – P13 W5 L5 Ab3 – The season did not start too well but ability and potential came through eventually with an excellent second half to the season. Performances at the Ampleforth Festival finishing 3rd were really positive with only one defeat at the hands of Notts who were Festival winners. Some good innings were recorded by James Pick (Driffield Sch), Bilal Anjum (Oakwood Tech), Ben Birkhead (Rastrick HS) and Edward Patmore (St.Peter’s). Abhishek Menon (Grammar School at Leeds) was leading wicket taker.       Team Manager Ghulam Rafique
“11 A” – P16 W10 L6 – It was a challenging season with a general fragility in the batting department which was bailed out by some excellent bowling returns. The first year at county level is always difficult with a longer form of the game. The improvements were clear to see as the season progressed with better application, consistency and concentration particularly in the field. Once again the Taunton Festival was a great experience and the boys showed good character to finish 3rd with an excellent victory over eventual winners Devon. The most successful discipline of this side was the bowling with the spinners leading the way. Josh Sullivan (St.Theresa’s PS) and Alec Drury (Hutton Cranswick PS) headed the bowling averages with 40 wickets between them ably supported by Luke Kilby (St.Edwards PS). Rishi Bhuskute (Lindley JS) was the pick of the seamers with 12 wickets supported by Tom Sanders (Scissett Middle) and Toby Giddings (Sicklinghall PS). Rishi Bhuskute (253 runs) was also top run scorer with good contributions from Harry Contreras (St.Olaves) and Tom Sanders. Jake McCaffrey (Methley PS) did well behind the stumps with 8st & 3c. Captaincy duties were shared by Adarsh Vani (QEGS) and Luke Kilby.  Team Manager/Coach Dick Whaley
 “11 B” – P11 W7 T1 L1 Ab2 – An excellent season with only one defeat and a number of victories against County first elevens. The value of the “B” team was well proven with a number of players being promoted to the “A” squad. There were good performances by a number of players and the fielding was particularly good. In the first match there was an unusual hat trick – all run out in the final over of a tied match. There was also a conventional hat trick for Awaise Hussain (St.Peter’s & St.Mary’s) who took 5-17 against Lincolnshire. Will Hutchinson (Seamer & Irton PS) led from the front as captain. Team Manager Mark Loker.
“19” – P6 W3 L3 – The 42nd annual festival at St.Peter’s School produced some good cricket and fine weather resulting in wins over Northumberland and Durham but defeats against Lincolnshire, Lancashire & Derbyshire. The match against XL Club was won by 137 runs. The squad was selected following nomination of 44 boys from the 185 schools now affiliated to YSCA. Six of the group had played in previous Festivals. Josh Atkinson (Prince Henry’s GS) proved a capable captain on and off the field and Max Morley (Huddersfield New College) won the Laurie Bennett Trophy for Player of the Week with some excellent bowling.            Team Manager Ian Frost (Woodhouse Grove) & Coach Glenn Roberts (Silcoates School)
The Association again received widespread financial support from a number of sources. Long term main sponsors are The P & A Partnership (Poppleton & Appleby) and the John Featherstone Memorial Foundation along with The Friends of Yorkshire Schools who contributed £4,500 with gift aid. There are still quite a number of cricketing schools who have yet to affiliate, many of which had pupils representing the County at various age group levels. The annual presentation dinner at Barnsley was attended by 204 boys, parents, officials and guests. Ian Dews the newly appointed Director of Development at Headingley was the guest speaker whilst Callum Geldart presented the awards. Support for the Association was also forthcoming from the YCC Charitable Youth Trust, Patrons Nick Elliot, Trevor & Jennifer Bryan, Philip & Patsy Akroyd, David Crowther, George Abbey, Paul & Karen Budge and Steve Oldham along with a number of others including parents who made significant financial contributions. Our umpires, coaches and officials also gave unstintingly of their time along with parents who do so much in transporting the boys to the various matches. We are also fortunate in being able to call upon the many Clubs who so freely place their facilities at our disposal. The YSCA fixture booklet was also very well received and contained lists of previous YSCA boys who had progressed through to the first class & test match scene and also interesting statistics, records and performances of international cricketers in Schools matches. It also gives an insight into the vast amount of cricket played at schoolboy level throughout each season in Yorkshire. The number of entries from Yorkshire into ESCA national competitions was as usual the highest of any County and reflects great credit on the officials who administer each of the County competitions. The Yorkshire Post Schools Challenge Final at Headingley was a very special day for Holmfirth HS, Easingwold School, Benton Park & St.Wlfrid’s Catholic High School  – playing semi finals, final and play-off on a test match venue with electronic scoreboards was an experience they will treasure for years to come. Our President Chris Hassell completed a most enjoyable year as Chairman of the English Schools’ Cricket Association.  
District Schools u15 County Cup (8 Associations)………...
Leeds beat Huddersfield                                                                                                                                                                                              Yorkshire u15  20/20 Trophy (111 entries)……………………..
Woodhouse Grove beat Richmond School
20/20 Final at Arundel Castle : Whitgift beat Shrewsbury ; Sedbergh were northern representatives
Lord’s Taverners u14 Barbara Woolley Trophy (95)….....
Grammar School at Leeds beat Shelley College
                                                                                                                                         
Lord’s Taverners u15 National Final at Oakham School…
Portsmouth GS beat Denstone College
Yorkshire Post u13 Trophy (119 entries)……………….………
Holmfirth HS beat Easingwold Sch (repeat of 2010)       

David English u12 Bunbury Trophy (89 entries)…..........
Grammar School at Leeds beat QEGS Wakefield 
National Bunbury u13 Final at Oakham School………………
Whitgift  (Croydon) beat Kings (Grantham)
ESCA Bunbury u11 Hardball finals at Repton………….……
Ashville College having beaten Repton in north final
ESCA ASDA Kwik Cricket U11 boys finals at Derby….…...
Abbey Lane Primary, Sheffield
ESCA ASDA Kwik Cricket u11 girls finals at Derby……..…  
Shawlands Primary, Barnsley         

Other Awards made at YSCA presentation dinner at Barnsley CC

YCB u16 Lord’s Taverners YCCC Chairmans Trophy…………………..Jonathan Tattersall (King James’s, Knaresbro)                                          

YCB u17 Alec Holdsworth Batting Trophy……………………………...…..Jack Leaning (Archbishop Holgate’s School)                         

YCB u17 Alec Holdsworth Bowling Trophy……………...……………….…Ben Coad (Thirsk School)                       

YCB u17 Edmund Jackson Memorial Trophy for Fielding…………….Henry Chadwick (Stokesley School)                   

YCB u17 Eric Pollard Sportsmanship Trophy……………………….…….. Edward Wilson (Colne Valley HS, Hudd’field)                                   

YCB u17 Alec Lodge Trophy Most Promising Player……………….....
George Ross (Ilkley Grammar School)                         

YCB u19 Lord’s Tav Chairman’s Trophy Most Improved Player…..Matthew Good (Notre Dame 6f College)                 

YSCA u19 Laurie Bennett Player of the Week at St.Peter’s………...Max Morley (Huddersfield New College)
YCC Supporters Association Emerging Player of the Year……….….Josh Shaw (Crofton High School, Wakefield)
	ECB u15 County Cup 
	ECB u14 County Cup
	ECB u13 County Cup

	Yorkshire      8  6  1  1   13
	Lancashire      8  6   1  1   13
	Nottingham      8  7  1  -  14

	Cheshire         8  5  2  1    11
	Yorkshire       8  6  1  1  13
	Yorkshire       8  5  1  2  12

	Derbyshire      8  2  4  2     6
	Cheshire         8  6  2   -   12
	Lancashire       8  4  1  3   11

	Lancashire      8  1  4  3      5
	Northumb’d     8  4  3   1    9
	Cheshire          8  3  1  4   10

	Durham          8  1  4  3     5
	Nottingham     8  4  4  -      8
	Lincolnshire     8  3  3  2     8

	
	Cumbria          8   3  3  2    8
	Durham          8  3  4  1     7

	Semi : Yorks bt Somerset
	Derbyshire       8   2  5   1    5
	Derbyshire      8  2  6  -     4

	Semi : Surrey bt Notts
	Lincolnshire     8  1  6   1     3
	Northum’land   8  -  5  3     3

	Final : Surrey beat Yorks
	Durham          8  -   7   1     1
	Cumbria          8  -  5  3     3

	Semis reduced to 20/20
	SF  Lancs beat Norfolk
	Notts -  North Champions 

	Final 35 overs each team
	Final   Lancs beat Devon
	No national play offs


It was very pleasing to note that the ECB Performance Programme Squads for the 2011/12 Winter, 
had included a number of former YSCA boys :                                                                                England Senior Tour to India- Tim Bresnan (Castleford HS), Jonathan Bairstow (St.Peter’s, York).                                                                  England Senior Tour to UAE v Pakistan. Tim Bresnan                           
England Performance Squad (Lions) – Jonathan Bairstow, Joe Root (King Ecgbert School, Sheffield).                                                  ECB Winter Scholarship: Moin Ashraf (Dixons City Academy, Bradford)
England Elite Development Programme: U18/19 Jack Leaning (Archbishop Holgate’s School, York) U16/17 Josh Shaw (Crofton High School, Wakefield), Barney Gibson (Crawshaw School, Pudsey),          Ryan Gibson (Fylinghall School, N.Yorks), Jonathan Tattersall (King James’s, Knaresborough).                            
Our congratulations and best wishes to them all.
Copies of individual team reports can be obtained on request from respective Team Managers.
